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Sustainably Developing the DMZ

Before their peninsula was torn by civil war, Koreans referred to their country as Keum-Su-Kang-San—the land of embroidered rivers and mountains. Now most of the natural resources in densely populated North and South Korea have been devoured. But Ke Chung Kim, professor of entomology and director of the Center for BioDiversity Research at Pennsylvania State University, has a novel plan to preserve the Keum-Su-Kang-San in an unlikely spot: the Korean Demilitarized Zone (DMZ). If Kim’s proposal for a so-called peace park in the DMZ is adopted, it has the potential not only to preserve biodiversity in the region but also to ease the hostility between North and South Korea by fostering mutually sustainable development of the park’s natural resources. …

